Background.
A well preserved skull reported from the London Clay of the Walton on the Naze in Essex, UK adds an additional record to a rich turtle assemblage from the Eocene (YpresianLutetian) of several depositional basins across NW Europe and North Africa including the London and Belgian Basins. The London Clay and age equivalent formations are dated as c.50 million years by the analysis of the microfossils, vertebrates, volcanic ash beds found throughout the sequence. The London Clay in the area of Walton on the Naze, Essex is comprised of fine grained, clay-rich deposits that yield a host of invertebrates, fossil plant debris, including seeds, together with mostly disarticulated skeletons of fish, birds, mammals and reptiles; the better specimens being enclosed in septarian nodules. The biostratigraphy of the various levels is confirmed by Chistopher King (deceased).
Methods. In 1977 a fossil rich calcareous nodule was presented to the NHM, London, UK and the preparatory work was undertaken the same year by Ron Croucher of the former NHM, Palaeontology Conservation Unit and produced a complete 3 dimensional skull and lower jaw, complete limb and girdle material plus hyoid bones and numerous vertebrae and the incomplete presentation of a small delicate shell. Several years elapsed before the specimen was ready for study but its research potential has only recently been recognised. 
